
 
Copyrights of Move To Vietnam 
movetovietnam.com 

MOVING TO VIETNAM CHECKLIST FOR PACKING 

 

Tip: You may use the right side space to add notes 

 

90 days before departure 

 

__ Make sure everyone who is moving has a valid passport with at least 6 months of validity. If 

you have a year left, it's better to renew it before your departure to avoid any problems. 

 

__ Check how long is the process time of the visa you will be needing (we recommend this: 

https://www.ivisa.com/vietnam-e-visa?utm_source=movetovietnam) 
 

__ Start looking out for flight prices to have an idea. 

 

__ Check quarantine requirements in your destination country and arrange pet relocation (if you 

are bringing one – (https://movetovietnam.com/pets-in-vietnam/) 
 

__ Inquire about professional moving companies and ask for their quotes especially if you are 

bringing a lot or if there are any furniture to be moved. We highly recommend Evolve Mobility 

for their nature-first policy (https://www.evolvemobilityintl.com/). 
 

__ Once you found a moving company that fit your needs, find out which items are not allowed 

to be brought in Vietnam. 

 

__ In Vietnam, you need to convert your international driver's license into Vietnamese where 

you will take a written exam. Depending on where you will do it, a driving test will be required 

too. If your international driving license needs renewing, do so before you leave. 

 

__ If you have a lot of things to pack, start packing now the ones that you won't be using in the 

next 3 months especially the seasonal clothes, books, and photos. 

 

__ Check if you, your family, and your pet/s need to have a vaccination/s and when do you need 

to have them. If so, visit your doctor and make sure to bring your vaccination 

booklet/record/certificate. Some of the vaccinations especially with your pets must be taken 30 

days prior to arrival, make sure to check that out. 

 

__ Create a photocopy and digital copy of your documents and identity cards. Some documents 

are required to be translated and notarized. Keep them safe. 

 

__ If you are selling your house, start putting it on the market, place ad and spread the word. 

 

__ Start looking for health/expat/family insurance. 

https://www.ivisa.com/vietnam-e-visa?utm_source=movetovietnam
https://movetovietnam.com/pets-in-vietnam/
https://www.evolvemobilityintl.com/
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__ Start finding a new home or apartment in Vietnam. If you prefer to do it once you get there, 

that's also fine. But make sure you know where to look. Join any Facebook groups or find out 

which websites to use. 

(https://movetovietnam.com/most-active-facebook-groups-for-expats-in-vietnam/) 
 

 

60 days before departure 

 

__ If you are renting an apartment and still have a few months left on the contract, start finding 

someone to take over so you won't lose any deposits. 

 

__ If you are renting out your house or apartment and do not have any tenants yet, start 

marketing it through social media platforms, websites like Craigslist, and ask for your family and 

friend's help to bring the word out. 

 

__ Make sure at this time, you have your flights booked and confirmed. 

 

__ Make sure you have your visa secured. 

 

__ Make sure that you have arranged and settled a health insurance. 

 

__ Ask your doctors, vet, and dentist for copies of yours, your families and your pets’ medical 

records. 

 

__ If you are selling some pieces of your furniture, equipment, or car, start selling them. 

 

__ Organise a moving away parties for yourself and your children. 

 

__ Change your mail address either to your new address or to someone you trust like family or 

friends. 

 

__ Let your bank know that you are moving abroad for as long as you know so your bank card 

will be working in Vietnam. Make sure you enrol on their online banking to manage your 

pending bills and future bills while overseas. 

 

__ Remember to set up automatic payments for pending balances like mortgage, insurance, 

school bills, etc. 

 

__ Find out which drugs are not available in Vietnam so you can pack enough with you. This will 

give you enough time to look for alternatives. 

 

__ If you regularly receive a magazine or newspaper that you subscribe to, make sure you cancel 

them. 

https://movetovietnam.com/most-active-facebook-groups-for-expats-in-vietnam/
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__ Start booking your moving boxes with the moving company and finalise the date, where it 

will be delivered. Make sure the moving company can store your boxes in case they arrive 

earlier than you and have no place or someone for it be delivered. Most importantly, ask the 

mhow long the boxes will take to arrive in Vietnam, so you can decide when to send out. 

 

__ Read your work contract to make sure you submit your final notice in time. 

 

__ Start packing the items you won't be needing in the next two months. 

 

30 days before departure 

 

__ Get the shot/s that your pet need. Rabies shot should be given 30 days prior to arrival. But 

make sure you comply with your home country's requirements too. You may need to send your 

pet to the animal sanitation department of your home country a few days before your 

departure. 

 

__ If so, prepare the travel cage and everything your pet needs during the quarantine time. 

 

__ Shop the items/supplies that you need but cannot buy or find in Vietnam such as larger 

clothes, shoes, bra, underwear, branded makeup, medicines, and other personal items. You may 

check this article for the items that you must bring with you 

(https://movetovietnam.com/moving-to-vietnam-checklist-for-packing/) 
 

__ Pack the items you won't be needing for the next 30 days and make sure to leave only the 

things that you can fit in your suitcases. All large things must go in the boxes now. 

 

 

2 weeks before departure 

 

__ Organise a garage sale to get rid of the stuff you won't be taking with you. 

 

__ Send out the boxes with your moving company or make sure that you have sent out the 

boxes at this time. 

 

__ Keep a directory of the moving company, their address, contact number, and contact person. 

 

__ Keep a directory of your visa agency, future work contact, your home doctor's international 

number, and the moving company for your pet if you have one for all references. 

 

__ Change your address on anything which requires it. 

 

https://movetovietnam.com/moving-to-vietnam-checklist-for-packing/
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__ Give notice to different utility companies such as gas, electricity, water, internet, cable, and 

telephone or mobile phones that you want to stop using their services. 

 

__ Let your work office or boss know that you are leaving and submit your final notice. Make 

sure that you comply with the time required for the letter to be sent. 

 

__ Print all the documents you will be needing (visa papers, flight tickets, hotel bookings if you 

are staying in a hotel for a while, apartment/house contract) and everything that the 

immigration might ask once you arrive. Keep the contact number of your doctor, visa agency, or 

any person you know in Vietnam in your handbag. 

 

__ Start packing everything you don't need in the next 2 weeks. Donate the ones that you didn't 

manage to sell or give away. 

 

24 hours before departure 

 

__ Pack your suitcases and only leave out the clothes you will be wearing and using for the 

moving day. 

 

__ Go through your checklist if everything has been marked checked. 

 

Moving Day 

 

__ Go through your checklist again 

 

__ Look around your apartment if anything is left behind. 

 

Bon Voyage! 

 

If you need anything or have any questions, you can contact us through: 

 

Website: movetovietnam.com 

Email: hello@movetovietnam.com 

Facebook: @movetovietnam 

Twitter: @movetovietnam 

Instagram: @movetovietnam 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hello@movetovietnam.com

